
 

Sometimes it is easy to decide if your child should stay home from school, other times are trickier… here 

are some of our policies to help guide your decisions. 

 Chicken Pox: (see DPH guidelines on exclusion).  A child with chicken pox will be excluded from the 

program for as long as the pediatrician feels necessary.  A Doctor’s note is required to return.  

 Conjunctivitis:  A child can return 24 hours after medication has been started and drainage has stopped 

or with a Doctor’s note. 

 Diarrhea:  A child with three abnormal bowel movements has diarrhea and can return to the Center 

when stool returns to normal or with a Dr.’s note.  

 Ear Infections: Children may return once they are feeling well enough to participate in the regular 

activities of his or her classroom.   

 Fever:  A child must be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication, if the temperature 

was 100.4 degrees or higher. 

 Flu:  A child may return after being fever free for 24 hours and if having no signs of being ill.  HCCC 

will follow the DPH/CDC guidelines.  

 Head Lice: A child may return 24 hours after treatment has begun and when all nits have been removed. 

 Hepatitis A, B and C: These conditions are handled on an individual basis through discussion with the 

Executive Director. 

 Impetigo:  A child can return 24 hours after treatment has begun and if lesions are covered. 

 Pneumonia:  A child can return 24 hours after first dose of antibiotic treatment, if s/he can participate in 

regular activities of the day. 

 Scabies:  A child can return 24 hours after treatment has begun. 

 Strep Throat: A child can return 24 hours after first dose of antibiotic treatment.  If treatment is delayed 

pending the result of a throat culture and the child has been exposed to strep throat, the child should not 

return to the program until it is determined that the child does not have strep throat. 

 Ticks: Parents will be contacted if a tick is found on a child. 

 Vomiting: Children who vomit, should not be in attendance until they have been given solid food and 

held it down without vomiting for 24 hours after eating a meal.  

 

For other specific cases, please see the Executive Director or Assistant Director.  Children must meet the 

above guidelines and be well enough to participate in all general activities for the entire day, including 

going outside to return to HCCC after a illness.  In some cases, HCCC may ask for a note from a doctor 

before a child who has been sick may return to HCCC. If a child becomes ill during the day, a parent will be 

immediately notified.  The child will be given the opportunity to rest or have quiet activities in an isolated area 

supervised by a familiar caregiver until a designated release person can collect the child.  If the child is not 

picked up within two hours from the time of notification, the emergency contact person will be called.    

HCCC adheres to the following guidelines developed in conjunction with DPH, EEC, NAEYC and our 

Health Care Consultant. 

When should my child 

stay home from HCCC? 


